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Abstract 

Central Nigeria, also known as the Middle Belt makes for a complex but important case study of 

inter-religious and inter-ethnic relations. Although social groups co-exist peacefully across large 

areas of the region, there are particular areas that have experienced cases of repeated violent 

conflict. The violence is followed by attempts at peace-building. The issue of how conflicts stop 

is almost completely ignored amidst a lot of literature about the causes and the ethnic and 

religious groups engaged. Therefore we need to pay more attention to how violence is stopped, 

and processes of conflict resolution and Peace-building. While we have a grasp and 

understanding of state driven, top-down processes our knowledge of bottom-up local conflict 

resolution processes is limited. Therefore, this project is an attempt to precisely deepen our 

understanding of local conflict resolution processes. The conflict theatres of Tafawa Balewa and 

Wase in Bauchi and Plateau States, Nigeria with several episodes of violent ethno-religious 

conflict are important case studies to conduct this research. The project proposes to examine the 

processes of state and non-state conflict resolution as a lens for deepening our understanding of 

state society relations. The study revolves around the following key questions; who are the actors 

involved in conflict resolution processes? What are the processes of local conflict resolution, and 

what lessons can be drawn from these processes? The project will seek to explore which local 

non-state actors are involved? What are the roles and functions of these non-state actors? What is 

the interface within the dynamics and processes of conflict resolution between local state and 

non-state actors? Studying local conflict resolution provides the potential to influence the debate 

and formulation of policy on conflict prevention, management, and resolution. Engaging with 

local stakeholders can create an opportunity to develop more effective conflict prevention 

strategies. This can also provide security and justice authorities with an understanding of conflict 

resolution processes formulated and implemented at the local level. There is the potential to 

bridge the gap between state driven and local community based conflict resolution processes, and 

also better planning for post-conflict scenarios. The methodological approach is qualitative; I 

will rely on primary and secondary sources. I have previously done research in these areas, and I 

will be depending on existing contacts. In other words, the project is a logical continuation and 

consequence of my previous research work.  


